ADDENDUM A

1) ACTION MEMO dated May 31, 2006 - FOR: SECRETARY OF DEFENSE. Provided
via a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request in letter from Paul V. DeAgostino,
Senior Counsel Department of Army (DOA) letter dated December 18, 2018 to Mr.
Shadrach. Includes three (3) page ACTION MEMO enclosure.

2) Private Shadrach and Private Wilson Medal of Honor Summary letter:

i. Letter to Eric Fanning, Secretary of the Army - RE: Posthumous Award of the
Medal of Honor to Private Wilson and Private Shadrach, 2" Ohio Voluntary
Infantry, dated December 15, 2016. Nine (9) page summary of key findings of
Shadrach & Wilson Medal of Honor Compendium book.

ii. FOIA Response letter from DOA, Awards and Decoration Branch, LTC R. Arron
Lummer letter dated January 4, 2017 with above enclosed Shadrach & Wilson
Compendium Summary.

3) Email Exhibit (redacted) from the USARMY Human Resources Command (HRC)
dated February 3, 2016 confirming that Private Philip G. Shadrach and Private
George D. Source were recommended as approval for the Medal of Honor to the
Secretary of Defense. Source: Frank White through FOIA records request.

4) Website — Resource guide and repository for the Andrews Raid and Medal of Honor
initiative for Private Philip G. Shadrach and Private George D. Wilson at:
http://www.shadrachandwilsonmoh.com/.




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT TO THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY
9301 CHAPEK ROAD
FORT BELVOIR VA 22060-5527

December 18, 2018
SAAA-LS

Ron Shadrach
Sent via email: rishadrach@sbcglobal.net

Dear Mr. Shadrach:

This letter is in response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request dated
March 5, 2018. Your request was referred to this office by the U.S. Army Human
Resources Command (HRC). You are seeking a copy of the letter from the Secretary of
the Army recommending approval or disapproval of a Medal of Honor in the case for
Private Philip G. Shadrach and Private George D. Wilson. Your request was assigned
our office tracking number FA-18-0107.

We are releasing to you (3) pages with partial redactions referred to us by (HRC)
that are responsive to your FOIA request. Be advised, this response only pertains to
documents under the purview of the Office of the Secretary of the Army. All redactions
and withholdings have been made pursuant to Exemption (b)(6) of the FOIA, as
described below

Exemption 6 of the FOIA 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(6)

Exemption (6) protects from mandatory disclosure “personnel and medical files the
disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of privacy.” 5
U.S.C. 8§ 552(b)(6). To qualify for protection under Exemption (b)(6), records must: (1)
be “personnel and medical files and similar files,” (2) the disclosure of which “would
constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.” Id.; United States Dep't
of State v. Washington Post Co., 456 U.S. 595, 599-603 (1982). The first prong is met
if the information “appl[ies] to a particular individual” and is “personal”’ in nature. New
York Times Co. v. NASA, 852 F.2d 602, 606 (D.C. Cir. 1988). The second prong
requires a “balanc[ing] between the protection of an individual’s right to privacy and the
public’s right to government information.” United States Dep’t of State v. Washington
Post Co., 456 U.S. 595, 599 (1982). The “public interest” in the analysis is limited to the
“core purpose” for which Congress enacted the FOIA: to “shed . . . light on an agency’s
performance of its statutory duties.” United States Dep’t of Justice v. Reporters Comm.
for Freedom of the Press, 489 U.S. 749, 773 (1989).

We are withholding the names and contact information, other than Senior Executive
Service members and General Officers for all Army personnel (e.g. e-mail addresses
and direct-line telephone numbers) under Exemption 6 to protect personal privacy. See
Judicial Watch, Inc. v. United States, No. 03-1160, 2004 WL 26736, at *4 (4th Cir. Jan.
6, 2004). Under the Exemption (b)(6) balancing test, the Supreme Court held in a


mailto:rjshadrach@sbcglobal.net

similar case that disclosure of employee addresses “would not appreciably further the
citizens’ right to be informed about what their Government is up to and, indeed, would
reveal little or nothing about the employing agencies or their activities.” United States
Dep’t of Defense v. Fed. Labor Relations Auth., 510 U.S. 487 (1994). Disclosure of this
information would contribute little to the public’s understanding of government activities.
By contrast, such disclosure would constitute a “non-trivial” and “not insubstantial”
invasion of government employees’ privacy interests. Id. at 500, 501.

Furthermore, Department of Defense policy following 11 September 2001,
authorizes the withholding of the names and room numbers of government employees
“because of a heightened interest in the personal privacy of DoD personnel that is
concurrent with the increased security awareness demanded in times of national
emergency.” Memorandum from D.O. Cooke, Director of Administration &
Management, Office of the Secretary of Defense, Re: Withholding of Personally
Identifying Information Under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) (Nov. 9, 2001),
available at http://www.acq.osd.mil/dpap/pdi/pc/docs/Withholding_Info_that IDs_DoD__
Personnel_- Sept 2005.pdf. As such, the names of government employees and their
e-mail addresses are withheld under Exemption (b)(6).

For any further assistance and to discuss any aspect of your request, you have the
right to contact the Army FOIA Public Liaison Officer, Alecia Bolling, by email at
us.army.hgda-oaa-ahs.mbx.rmda-foia-public-liaison@mail.mil or by phone at (571) 515-
0306. Additionally, you may contact the Office of Government Information Services
(OGIS) at the national Archives and Records Administration (NARA) to inquire about the
FOIA mediation services they offer. The contact information for OGIS is as follows:
NARA-OGIS, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, MD 20740-6001, email at
ogis@nara.gov, telephone number (202) 741-5770 toll free at (877) 684-6448 or by
facsimile at (202) 741-57609.

This partial denial has been made on behalf of the Administrative Assistant to the
Secretary of the Army, who has designated that this office will act as the Initial Denial
Authority for records maintained by the Office of the Secretary of the Army and its
serviced activities. You have the right to file an administrative appeal with the Office of
the Army General Counsel within ninety (90) calendar days. See 32 C.F.R. § 518.17(c).
Their mailing address is:

Department of the Army

Office of the General Counsel

104 Army Pentagon, Room 2E724
Washington, D.C. 20310


mailto:us.army.hqda-oaa-ahs.mbx.rmda-foia-public-liaison@mail.mil
mailto:ogis@nara.gov

If you have any questions regarding this letter or the information furnished, please
contact this office at (703) 614-5871 or email at
usarmy.belvoir.hgda-oaa.rpa.mbx.oaa-cals-mailbox-foia@mail.mil. In all
correspondence please refer to FOIA number FA-18-0107.

Sincerely,
/)
/(
A

AD
\

/ /] /,\‘3

Paul V. DeAgostino
Senior Counsel

/',

Enclosure(s): (3) pages
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SECRETARY OF THE ARMY
WASHINGTON

ACTION MEMO

FOR: SECRETARY OF DEFENSE DepSec Action

FROM: Frangis?.ﬂl:laryfgg::%y of the Army

SUBJECT: Award of the Medal of Honor

¢ Section 1130, Title 10, United States Code directs that, upon request of a Member of
Congress, I must review a proposal for the award or presentation of a decoration that
is not otherwise authorized to be presented or awarded due to time limitations
established by law or policy.

¢ Congressman David L. Hobson submitted a request to consider that then-Private
Philip G. Shadrach be awarded the Medal of Honor. I have reviewed the proposal for
award of the Medal of Honor, as well as the recommendations from the Senior Army
Decorations Board, the Chief of Staff of the Army, and the Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff. I recommend that then-Private Philip G. Shadrach be awarded the
Medal of Honor.

¢ Final approval for this award rests with the President.

RECOMMENDATION: That you recommend approval of the MOH for then-Private
Philip G. Shadrach and forward the recommendation to the President of the United States
for final action.

COORDINATION: The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff

Attachments:
As stated



SECRETARY OF THE ARMY
WASHINGTON

ACTION MEMO

FOR: SECRETARY OF DEFENSE DepSec Action

FROM: Frang.a/ﬂ of the Army

SUBJECT: Award of the Medal of Honor

e Section 1130, Title 10, United States Code directs that, upon request of a Member of
Congress, I must review a proposal for the award or presentation of a decoration that
is not otherwise authorized to be presented or awarded due to time limitations
established by law or policy.

e Congressman David L. Hobson submitted a request to consider that then-Private
Philip G. Shadrach be awarded the Medal of Honor. I have reviewed the proposal for
award of the Medal of Honor, as well as the recommendations from the Senior Army
Decorations Board, the Chief of Staff of the Army, and the Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff. I recommend that then-Private Philip G. Shadrach be awarded the
Medal of Honor.

e Final approval for this award rests with the President.

RECOMMENDATION: That you recommend approval of the MOH for then-Private
Philip G. Shadrach and forward the recommendation to the President of the United States
for final action.

COORDINATION: The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff

Attachments:
As stated

Prepared By: [



SECRETARY OF THE ARMY
WASHINGTON

ACTION MEMO

FOR: SECRETARY OF DEFENSE DepSec Action

FROM: Fran%fﬁa%@ of the Army

SUBJECT: Award of the Medal of Honor

e Section 1130, Title 10, United States Code directs that, upon request of a Member of
Congress, I must review a proposal for the award or presentation of a decoration that
is not otherwise authorized to be presented or awarded due to time limitations
established by law or policy.

e Congressman David L. Hobson submitted a request to consider that then-Private
George D. Wilson be awarded the Medal of Honor. I have reviewed the proposal for
award of the Medal of Honor, as well as the recommendations from the Senior Army
Decorations Board, the Chief of Staff of the Army, and the Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff. Irecommend that then-Private George D. Wilson be awarded the
Medal of Honor.

e Final approval for this award rests with the President.

RECOMMENDATION: That you recommend approval of the MOH for then-Private
George D. Wilson and forward the recommendation to the President of the United States
for final action.

COORDINATION: The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff

Attachments:
As stated

prepared By S



Exhibit From Frank White FOIA request for David D. White MOH Case:

CTR USARMY HRC (US)

From: ’ CTR USARMY HRC (US)

Sent: February 03, 2016 11.08 AM

To: LTC USARMY HRC (US) E

Cc CTR USARMY HRC (Usk 1 (D)(0) CWA4 USARMY HRC
(us)

Subject: NMOH Documents

Attachments: SECWAR Decision from Vhite, Dawd D_ packet pdf, PROD2681-13-

Civil War_ MOH_Process_Report_Final pcl

SECARM has the authority to disapprove.

The other case, which is 2 cases In 1, Shadrach and Wilson, are similar to

the above. Itis 3 protest case that has lasted forever just ke above.

With this case the argument is these 2 men were left off the MOH awards made

by then SecWar William Seward. SADB forwarded the case to SECARM as
Recommend Approval, SECARM forwarded the case to SECDEF to forward to POTUS
for final decsion. SECDEF sent back to us with no explanation. We are in

the process of sending this back to SECDEF to forward to POTUS. The final
difference is with Shadrach and Wilson there is time-wa iver legislation

already in the congressional record.

Vr,

Deputy, Project Director (CTR)




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
U.S. ARMY HUMAN RESOURCES COMMAND
1600 SPEARHEAD DIVISION AVENUE, DEPARTMENT 480
FORT KNOX, KY 40122-5408

JAN 0 & 2017

Awards and Decorations Branch

Mr. Ronald J. Shadrach
4619 Forestwood Drive
Parma, Ohio 44134-2819

Dear Mr. Shadrach:;

This is in response to your letter of December 15, 2016, to Secretary of the Army
Eric K. Fanning concerning recommendations to award the Medal of Honor to the late
Private Philip G. Shadrach and Private George D. Wilson. Your request was forwarded
to this office, the proponent of the Army’s awards program, for reply.

| understand your desire to obtain Medal of Honor recognition for Private Shadrach
and Private Wilson. However, as stated in prior correspondence from this office to
Senator Sherrod Brown, dated November 15, 2016, Department of Defense policy
prohibits the premature disclosure of information concerning pending Medal of Honor
award recommendations, their processing, and approval or disapproval actions. While |
appreciate your efforts to provide additional, supplementary information regarding these
Soldiers, please know the award recommendations are currently being reviewed by
senior Army leadership and the appropriate Government officials in accordance with all
applicable laws, regulations, and policies. Once a decision is rendered, the appropriate
involved parties will be notified as expeditiously as possible.

Thank you for your support of Private Shadrach and Private Wilson in this matter.
Sincerely,
i
R. Arron Lummer

Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Army
Chief, Awards and Decorations Branch



Ronald J. Shadrach

4619 Forestwood Drive
Parma, Ohio 44134
rishadrach(@sbcglobal.net
H 440-884-5071

C 440-570-1923

Eric Fanning

Secretary of the Army

101 Ammy Pentagon
Washington, DC 20310-0101

December 15, 2016

RE: Posthumous Award of the Medal of Honor to Private Wilson and Private
Shadrach, 229 Qhio Volunteer Infantry

Dear Secretary Fanning,

Please find submitted for your endorsement and coordination a summary of a Medal of
Honor (MOH) request package previously submitted to the U.S. Army and Department of
Defense (DOD) in a document dated February 2016. This letter, summarizes that MOH
request package that was submitted on electronic disk and in three ring binder form at that
time.

These soldiers and the enclosed abbreviated material deserve your thorough review.
Subsequent to your evaluation we are certain that you will find that these men should
receive your wholehearted endorsement for our Nation’s highest and most prestigious
military honor.

These service men courageously risked their lives above and beyond the call of duty as
volunteers in a military operation behind enemy lines. Presented beyond a reasonable doubt
is proof that these men engaged in the Andrews’ Raid and the taking of the Locomotive the
General, at Big Shanty, Georgia. Disguised in civilian clothes they penetrated deep into
enemy territory to steal an engine. Their mission: separate Chattanooga from Atlanta by
destroying track, cuiting telegraph lines and burning bridges. The plan was organized under
the authority of Brigadier General O. M. Mitchel and was coordinated with his taking of
Huntsville, Alabama. From Huntsville, Mitchel moved his forces by rail on what was the
too be isolated, Chattanooga. If successful, some historians believe that this bold strike,
taking control of the rail through Chattanooga at that time, could have ended the war within
a year.

Private Shadrach and Private Wilson volunteered, participated fully in the undertaking, were
captured, imprisoned, harshly treated, tried by court-martial for espionage, sentenced and
executed in Atlanta on June 18, 1862 by the Confederates. Private Wilson's patriotism was
unwavering to the end.

On March 25, 1863, Secretary of War Edwin Stanton and President Abraham Lincoln would
confer the very first Medals of Honor to those members of this party that were repatriated.

1612232074



Eric Fanning, Secretary of the Army
December 15, 2016
Page 2

These men became heroes through the character of those that had escaped and by those
comrades of the party that paid the ultimate price for their country.

It is with great honor to our family to be able to speak on behalf of Private Shadrach and
Private Wilson nearly 154 years later. It is time to fulfil the intent of Secretary of War
Stanton and the 2008 H.R. 1585 legislation that authorized the Medal of Honor for Private
Shadrach and Private Wilson.

Overview

Congress has provided the U.S. Army with the authority under H.R. 1585 — 110® Congress:
National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for Fiscal Year 2008 to review and
recommend whether or not Private Philip G. Shadrach and Private George D. Wilson should
receive the MOH for acts of valor as members of the Andrews’ Raid during the Civil War,
April 12, 1862.

The record is clear that both men have earned and deserve this award by their service and
sacrifice on behalf of our nation. The first of their party received the honor from Secretary
of War Stanton with recognition by President Abraham Lincoln on March 25, 1863. There
are numerous official documents and historic records, a few of which are summarized here
and verify the full participation of Private Shadrach and Private Wilson in the event known
as the Andrews’ Raid. No basis to deny these men this award has been discovered. It is in
part, by virtue of the sacrifice that these men made, that the heroic nature of the Andrews
Raid was elevated to a MOH status. Now is the time to remedy this historic oversight.

What follows is a brief compendium of key documents that establish not only the intent of
the Lincoln Administration, but the more recent intent of the 110" Congress to remedy this
matter in the 2008 NDAA. Many of the documents referenced here were submitted to the
Army and DOD, under cover dated February 25, 2016, enclosing a compendium of
supporting documentation titled “Request for Shadrach and Wilson to be recognized among
their comrades with the Medal of Honor”, Shadrach, Ron, 295 pages, unpublished.

The U. S. Army is requested to review and consider the information herein provided for
Private Wilson and Private Shadrach and take action accordingly on behalf of these brave
men and in support of all men and women in armed service to our nation.

This historical summary and the materials referenced herein clearly document the role
played by these men and the honor that is due them:
1) MOH Authorizing legislation for Shadrach and Wilson,
2) Records of the Office of the Judge Advocate General: Andrews’ Raiders Court of
Inquiry - Deposition:
a. Pittenger Deposition;
b. Parrot Deposition; and
c. Buffum Deposition,
3) Treasury and Department of Interior Correspondence with the Shadrach Family,
4) War Department and Adjutant General’s Correspondence, and
5) 1919 correspondence to the U.S. Senate from the Secretary of War.



Eric Fanning, Secretary of the Army
December 15, 2016
Page 3

MOH Authorizing Legislation

In the case of Private Shadrach and Private Wilson legislation was required to waive the
time limitation so that the President may award the MOH. This authorization was
accomplished in the H.R. 1585 — 110™ Congress: National Defense Authorization Act
(NDAA) for Fiscal Year 2008, whereby stated Subtitle F — Decorations and Awards:

SEC. 564. AUTHORIZATION AND REQUEST FOR AWARD OF MEDAL OF
HONOR TO PRIVATE PHILIP G. SHADRACH FOR ACTS OF VALOR
AS ONE OF ANDREWS' RAIDERS DURING THE CIVIL WAR.

(a) AUTHORIZATION. - Notwithstanding the time limitations specified in section
3744 of title 10, United States Code, or any other time limitation with respect to the
awarding of certain medals to persons who served in the Armed Forces, the President is
authorized and requested to award the Medal of Honor under section 3741 of such title
posthumously to Private Philip G. Shadrach of Company K, 2nd Ohio Volunteer Infantry
Regiment for the acts of valor described in subsection (b).

(b) ACTS OF VALOR DESCRIBED. — The acts of valor referred fo in subsection
(a) are the actions of Philip G. Shadrach as one of Andrews' Raiders during the Civil War
on April 12, 1862.

SEC. 565. AUTHORIZATION AND REQUEST FOR AWARD OF MEDAL OF
HONOR TO PRIVATE GEORGE D. WILSON FOR ACTS OF VALOR
AS ONE OF ANDREWS' RAIDERS DURING THE CIVIL WAR.

{a) AUTHORIZATION. -- The President is authorized and requested to award the
Medal of Honor under section 3741 of title 10, United States Code, posthumously to Private
George D. Wilson of Company B, 2nd Ohio Volunteer Infantry Regiment for the acts of
valor described in subsection (b).

(b) ACTS OF VALOR DESCRIBED. — The acts of valor referred to in subsection
(a) are the actions of George D. Wilson as one of Andrews' Raiders during the Civil War on
April 12, 1862.

On January 28, 2008 President George W. Bush enacted into law H.R. 4986 — 110th
Congress: National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008 whereby stated Subtitle
F — Decorations and Awards:

Sec. 564. Authorization and request for award of Medal of Honor to
Private Philip G. Shadrach for acts of valor as one of
Andrews' Raiders during the Civil War.

Sec. 565. Authorization and request for award of Medal of Honor to
Private George D. Wilson for acts of valor as one of Andrews'
Raiders during the Civil War.

The 2008 NDAA makes clear the Congressional intent by requesting the President to award
both men with the Medal of Honor for valor, and explicitly notes their involvement as
members of the Andrews” Raiders.



Eric Fanning, Secretary of the Army
December 15, 2016
Page 4

Andrews’ Raiders Court of Inquiry — Deposition before the Judge Advocate General

Pittenger Deposition

William Pittenger and five other members of the Andrews’ Raiders were before Judge
Advocate General J. M. Holt for deposition on March 24, 1863 on behalf of Secretary of
War, Edwin Stanton. All six men were subsequently distinguished with the presentation of
the first Medal of Honor on March 25, 1863 for their participation in the Andrews” Raid.

In the transcript of the Court of Inquiry deposition, Corporal Pittenger provides details of the
raid and the names of the raiders that were executed as a result of their involvement. He
specifically names both Private Wilson and Private Shadrach.

Question: Will you please give, if you can, the names of all your comrades who
were executed with the companies and regiments to which they belonged?

Answer: There was George D. Wilson, Co. B 2d Ohio Infantry; Marion Ross, Co. A,
2d Ohio Infantry, the Sergeant Major of the regiment; Perry G. Shadrach, Co. K, 2d
Ohio; Samuel Robertson, Co. G, 33d Ohio; Samuel Slavens, Co. D, 33d Ohio.

Parrot Deposition
Private Jacob Parrot was a fellow Raider and was deposed at the same time as Pittenger.
Following Pittenger’s account, Parrot is asked:

Question: You have heard the testimony of Mr. Pittenger. Will you state whether,
as far as the matters to which he has deposed have come to your knowledge, they are
true, according to your best information and belief?

Answer: Yes, sir; they are.

Buffum Deposition
Deposed with Pittenger was Robert Buffum, a private in Company H, Twenty First Ohio
Regiment and a fellow Raider.

Buffum was captured with Wilson and gives this account, confirming Wilson’s involvement
in the raid and his execution for his involvement:

Question: Have you any knowledge of money being taken from members of your

party?

Answer: We were captured in different parties. Money was taken from us by the
officers—from some at the time we were taken, and from others when they were
confined in prison. I was with Mr. Wilson, one of those who were executed, and Mr.
Dorsey, one of those who escaped, and Mr. Bensinger, who is here. They took all
our money away from us. Mr. Wilson and I had $96 between us; [ had $52 myself.

Buffum also verifies the truth of Pittenger’s account:
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Question: Will you state whether, according to the best of your knowledge and
belief, the statements which have been made are true?

Answer: Yes, sir; they are.

The original deposition is on file at the National Archives and can be found at:
Records of the Office of the Judge Advocate General (Army)
Record Group 153
Court Martial Case Files, 1808-1893 (Entry 15-A)

Court of Inquiry file no. MM-64

A record of these depositions may also be found in the Congressional Record: 40™
Congress, 2™ Session; Executive Document No. 74. A copy is included in the February
2016 Shadrach submittal.

After the depositions were completed, Secretary of War Stanton declared that, "Congress
has by a recent law ordered medals to be prepared on this model, and your party shall have
the first."! And, as members of the Andrews” Raiding party became identified, they in tumn,
were cach awarded this honor. When Private James Smith became identified, Secretary
Stanton instructed Brig. Gen. Edward Canby, Assistant General of the Army, on June 29,
1864 to place Private Smith on the same footing as the other men of his party, as regards
compensation and medal. Private Smith was awarded the medal on July 6, 1864.2 Private
Philip G. Shadrach and Private George D. Wilson were not previously identified for the
honor until the 2008 NDAA. '

Giving personal testimony to Private Wilson and Private Shadrach above are Medal of
Honor Recipients: Corporal William Pittenger, Private Jacob Parrot and Private Robert
Buffum.

Treasury and Department of Interior — Pension Office Correspondence

Private Shadrach’s sister, Elizabeth Griffin, was in correspondence with the Treasury
Department and the Department of Interior’s Pension Office in an effort to collect her
brothers back pay and commutation of rations. Money that would have been due him while
serving in the Confederate prison and umtil his execution. She used the names Philip, Perry
and P. G. Shadrach in several requests. The War Department responded to cach with
memos and letters that these names were not borne... and that, Prisoner of War Records
furnish no information. For instance, a Treasury Department letter to Mrs. Griffin dated
December 21, 1881states:

The Adjutant General of the Army reports that the name of Phillip G. Shadrack is
not borne on the rolls of the Co. K, 2nd Ohio Infantry.

1Account of the First MOH - Bords, Russell 5. "Stealing the General: The Great Locomotive Chase and the
First Medal of Honor." Westholme Publishing. 2007.

2 The General & the Texas by S. Cohen and J. Bogle, Missoula: Pictorial Histories Publishing Co., Inc. 2002,
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At the request of the above Treasury Department letter for a description of her brother,
Elisabeth Griffin subsequently located the man and woman that raised Phillip G. Shadrach.
Her response letter dated July 24, 1882 records his foster parents providing said description
but it is interesting to note that they also stated that, they “could not tell which he called
himself when he enlisted.” The Shadrach siblings were orphaned at a young age and were
raised separately by relatives and friends. Philip appears to have been raised by at least
three different families. This provided opportunity for Private Shadrach to eamn and try out
several nicknames.

War Department - Adjutant General’s Office Correspondence?

A February 14, 1883 War Department record identifies him as Charles P. Shadrach of Co. K
294 Ohio Volunteers. However, a May 25, 1883 Department of Interior, Pension Office
letter to Mrs. Griffin denies her claim of pension stating that she was over sixteen years of
age at the soldiers death .... and, not entitled to a “pension”.

Although Mrs. Griffin sent numerous letters clarifying she was not seeking his pension but
merely the back pay that would have been due to him, she was denied. Mrs. Griffin’s
continued appeal, led to the Adjutant General’s Office - War Department, recounting in an
April 4% 1885 correspondence to the Commission of Pensions for Charles P. Shadrach, a
private of Company K 2 Regiment Ohio Infantry Volunteers:

Prisoner of War records show him engaged in taking the Engine af Big Shanty, Ga.
April 12, 1862, captured by Confederates and tried by Court Martial as a spy and
was hung at Atlanta, Ga. June 1862. This information has been found since Feby 14
1883 and is furnished in lieu of negative report from said records to the
Commissioner of Pension on that date.

Even so, Mrs. Griffin was denied her claim of back pay and rations and no mention recorded
that Private Shadrach was one of the Andrews’ Party, a party recognized with the first
MOH.

There has been confusion about Shadrach’s name, with him referred to alternately as
“Charles P. Shadrach” and “Perry G. Shadrach” in government documents’. As described in
Russell S. Bond’s account of the Raid, Stealing the General: The Great Locomotive Chase
and the First Medal of Honor:

His real name was Philip Gephart Shadrach, though he hated the name, in part
because his brother Oliver teased him relentlessly by calling him “Flip.” ... The
young man signed on with Uncle Sam down at the local salt works, under the name
Charles P. Shadrach, infroducing himself to his new comrades as “Perry,” ...
described the twenty-one-year-old Private—who would be listed alternately on
company rolls as Perry G., Charles P., or Philip Gephart Shadrach (sometimes with
an —h, and sometimes with a —k)}—as “plump, solidly built, merry and reckless, with
an inexhaustible store of good nature.” (Stealing the General, pg. 51).

3 National Archives — Perry Shadrach 2° Ohio Voluntary Infantry Regiment, No.287.125. Stack Area: 16w4,
Row 5, Compartment 10.
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This was clarified by the Auditor of the War Department in Pension Office correspondence
and a letter to Private Shadrach’s sister, Elizabeth Griffin, dated July 25, 1901 stating:

The names and address of all his brothers and sisters, also showing that said Perry
G. Shadrach and Charles P. Shadrach Co K, 2™ Ohio Infantry were one and the
same person.

The case of the various names given Private Shadrach has been detailed here as it has been
purported on some military websites and by some elected officials that Private Shadrach is
ineligible for the Medal of Honor for having enlisted under an assumed name. It is
understandable that the uninformed might create a rationale where none exists to explain a
denial of just recognition.

1919 Letter from the Secretary of War to the U. S. Senate®
On July 23, 1919, Secretary of War Newton Baker transmitted a letter to the Senate related
to “the interpretation and execution of the provisions of section 5 and of section 122 of the

National Defense Act, approved June 3, 1916.” In part, this correspondence was meant to
clarify the award of the Medal of Honor.

This correspondence makes clear that both Private Shadrach and Private Wilson were part of
the 1862 Andrews’ Raid. The basis, or grounds for the award was that each was recognized
as “one of 22 men” without distinction:

Case No. 947, Big Shanty, or Mitchel Raiders, or Engine Stealers, 19 medals

Items Nos. 932 to 950, both inclusive

Action: April, 1862

Date of issue: See Official List of Medals of Honor

Ground of award: “One of 22 men (including 2 civilians) who, by direction of Gen.
Mitchell (of Buell), penetrated nearly 200 miles south into the enemy’s territory and
captured a railroad train at Big Shanty, Ga., in an attempt to destroy the bridges and
track between Chattancoga and Atlanta”

Circumstances: An expedition of 22 or 24 men, including its leader My. J.J. Andrews,
a citizen of Kentucky, planned to reach a point on the Georgia State Railroad between
Atlanta and Chattanooga, cutting the telegraph wires and burning the bridges behind
them as they advanced until they reached their own lines. The evidence found seems to
unite in showing that 22 of the party arrived at the rendezvous in Chattancoga and
actually entered the enemy’s country and took part in the subsequent operations of the
expedition. Two were civilians and the remaining 20 were soldiers. They succeeded in
capturing the train, but were caught after running about 100 miles and forced fo
abandon their cars and flee to the woods, and the whole 22 were captured. The records,
so far as I have been able 1o discover, show that eight of these men were executed as
spies, as given in the following list:

Andrews, J.J., citizen of Kentucky, leader.

Camphbell, William, citizen of Kentucky.
Ross, Marion A., Company A, Second Ohio.

* Congressional Record, 66" Congress, 1% Session, Senate Document No. 58
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Robertson, Samuel, Company G, Thirty-third Ohio.
Scott, John, Company K, Twenty-first Ohio.

Shadrack, Perry G., Company K, Second Ohio.
Slavens, Samuel, Thirty-third Ohio.

Wilson, George D., Company B, Second Qhio.

The ground or basis of the award to each man rests on the fact that the entire mission rested
individually on each man that volunteered. The declaration here, “One of 22 men” clarifies
Secretary of War Edwin Stanton’s statement on March 25, 1863 that this award was meant
for each of the party. This document is further evidence that Private Shadrach and Private
Wilson participated in the Raid and were executed as a result of the performance of their
duty behind enemy lines. Though being explicitly named for their participation and
sacrifice, this document also shows that both men were excluded from the Medal of Honor.
If Private Shadrach and Private Wilson were one of 22 men as the ground for the award
indicates, on what basis do they continue to be denied? Or, should one question the
eligibility of the other men for this high honor?

Thus far, the only basis for their omission to MOH recognition has been that their names
were never before personally brought forward for consideration. Continued omission is in
error. The 2008 NDAA provides for this omission to now be corrected.

Lastly, please consider Private Wilson’s last words in a speech from the gallows on June 18,
1862 and recounted in the March 24, 1863 Court of Inquiry Deposition before the Judge
Advocate General, Joseph Holt:

Though surrounded by a scowling crowd, impatient for his sacrifice, he did not hesitate,
while standing under the gallows, to give them a brief address. He told them that, though
they were all wrong, he had no hostile feelings toward the Southern people, believing
that not they but their leaders were responsible for the Rebellion; that he was no spy, as
charged, but a soldier regularly detailed for military duty; that he did not regret to die
for his country, but only regretted the manner of his death; and he added, for their
admonition, that they would yet see the time when the old Union would be restored, and
when its flag would wave over them again.

When Wilson had eloquently and boldly spoken his mind, the crazy platform on which they
were standing was knocked down. He, like his comrades, calmly met the ignominious doom
of a felon.

Conclusion

These two soldiers of the Second Ohio Voluntary Infantry served with honor and dignity.
War Department records make clear that both Private Shadrach and Private Wilson were
participants in the Andrews” Raid of April, 1862 and were executed as a result of that
participation. Their infiltration behind enemy lines is verified by first-hand accounts given
in the official deposition to Judge Advocate General Joseph Holt from collective members
of the Andrews’ Raid. Men that were recipients of the first MOH. Initial confusion about
Shadrach’s name has been clarified by the War Department in correspondence to his family.
The 2008 NDAA recognized the MOH omission and grants clear authority to the Army and
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DOD to review and recommend to the President that these long overdue awards be
presented as authorized under this act.

The record presents incontestable proof that these soldiers distinguished themselves
conspicuously with gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of their lives above and beyond the call
of duty. They should be placed on the same footing as other members of their party. Just as
Secretary of War Stanton had instructed should be done, so should be done for Private
Shadrach and Private Wilson. These men gave their last full measure in service to their
country in preservation of the Union.

Most respectfully submitted,

= O R |

Ron Shadrach

Cc:  Ash Carter, Secretary of Defense
General Joseph F. Dunford, Jr., Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Patrick J. Murphy, Undersecretary of the Army
General Mark A. Milley, Ammy Chief of Staff
Hon. Senator John McCain, Chairman Arimed Services Committee
Hon, Senator Sherrod Brown, Ohio
Lt. Col. Wil Neubauer, Chief Awards and Decoration Branch
David L. Hobson, Legislation sponsor



R. Shadvrach
H6) 9 Forestweoel Br.
Farma, ohio 4413y

Mr. Patrick T. Murphy
Under secre .?24 of the Army
Jo| Army Pentagon
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